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I personally love the month of September. I love that it brings 

so many new possibilities and opportunities. I enjoy sitting 

down and setting myself some new goals for the upcoming 

academic year. Of course, making more use of my exercise 

bike is always a target, as well as ensuring that we have an-

other record breaking year here at Hurlingham. This week I 

have been reflecting on how many extra-curricular opportuni-

ties have been offered to our pupils, despite it only being to first full week of term. Al-

ready we have had 3 house competitions, during which we found out some very inter-

esting new facts about some of our members of staff (did you know one member of 

staff once received a Christmas card from Nelson Mandela, and another went to school 

with Jack Grealish) and 2 trips. One goal I would love all pupils to set for themselves this 

academic year is to really make the most of the opportunities that we offer.  

This week I have also had the pleasure of visiting a number of our local primary schools 

to meet with year 6 parents. I can honestly say that the feedback we have been hear-

ing about The Hurlingham Academy and our pupils has been humbling. Hearing such 

fantastic feedback in the community has made me even more excited for our annual 

open evening on Wednesday 2nd October. I can’t wait to be able to open our doors 

and show off all the fantastic work that is happening across the academy. I look forward 

to seeing many of you there.  

 

Knowledge Organiser Assemblies  

This week key stage 3 pupils 

have been learning about the 

importance of their 

knowledge organisers and 

how best to self quiz. Learning 

key words in all subjects is vital 

in ensuring pupils are able to 

access the curriculum. Pupils 

were incredibly engaged 

throughout the sessions, and I 

have already seen some won-

derful self study during break 

and lunchtimes.  



Subject in the spotlight  

 

 

This week’s subject in the spotlight is…. English with the second in 

charge of English, Mme Ali. 

 

Year 7: 

Year 7 students are beginning their secondary English curriculum with a deep dive into powerful 

war poetry. They are discovering various poetic methods and examining the significance of word 

choice. Their studies include works by renowned WWI poets like Wilfred Owen and Vera Brittain. 

We are proud to see Year 7 students developing empathy for these poets' experiences and cre-

ating their own poetic pieces inspired by their exploration. 

Year 8: 

Year 8 students are delving into the compelling world of Charlotte Brontë’s classic Victorian nov-

el, Jane Eyre. This gripping story, filled with gothic intrigue and dramatic twists, follows a young 

girl's journey through a tumultuous and unpredictable world. As they explore the novel, students 

are engaging in thought-provoking discussions about gender roles and social expectations, while 

also uncovering Brontë’s insightful messages to her readers. 

Year 9:  

Year 9 students are immersing themselves in one of Shakespeare's most dramatic and tragic 

plays: Romeo and Juliet. They are engaging with the classic love story through reading, viewing 

performances and acting out scenes, diving deep into its themes of love and conflict.  

Year 10:  

Year 10 students are beginning their GCSE English studies with Stevenson’s 'The Strange Case of 

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde'. This gripping and intricate text features complex characters and a mys-

tery that unfolds only at the end. In addition to exploring this challenging novel, students are hon-

ing their creative writing skills, focusing on crafting well-structured and expressive narratives. 

Year 11:  

Year 11 begin the year with their final Literature text: Princess & The Hustler. This is a play about 

the world of a 10-year old girl and her family living in 1960s Bristol. A picture of everyday family life 

set against the backdrop of the Bristol bus boycott, this play brings a previously untold, yet signifi-

cant chapter in Black British history into the spotlight. Students have the opportunity to explore 

both big political issues and ideas that remain relevant today, such as racism and love and em-

powerment and also, the more personal and universal pursuit of dreams and aspirations. 



 

 

 

We are pleased to announce the grand opening of our snack 

shack. Pupils have enjoyed being able to buy food here as 

well as the canteen, making it much quicker and easier for 

them to purchase food at both breaktime and lunchtime. 

From the photo you can see that Mr Wilson is also incredibly 

pleased the opening.  
 

 

 

 

Snack Shack 

Description Date Time 

Whole school assembly Monday 16th September 8:30-9:00 

Year 7 Prep Monday 16th – Thursday 19th September 15:30 - 16:30 

Year 8 Royal Institute visit Tuesday 17th September  9:00-13:00 

Year 11 Final Push Evening Thursday 26th September 17:00-18:00 

SEND Parent Workshop Friday 27th September 9:30-10:30 

Key dates for weeks beginning 16th and 23rd September 

Scientific Calculators 

In order to fully access both science and maths lessons all pupils 

require a scientific calculator. Please ensure that pupils are 

bringing a calculator each day as part of their equipment. If pu-

pils are unsure which calculator to buy or where to purchase 

one, please come and speak to the maths department, who 

will be happy to support.  



Open Events 



Training and development opportunities  
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Training and development opportunities  

We are pleased to introduce the Confident Parent Happy Child programme, offering invaluable 

support right here in LBHF. This initiative provides expert guidance and resources to enhance par-

enting skills and child development. From workshops on effective communication to managing 

challenging behaviors, the programme equips parents with practical strategies. Whether you 

seek advice on emotional well-being or nurturing resilience, there are tailored sessions to suit eve-

ry need. Visit their website for upcoming events and to register. Together, let's build stronger fami-

lies and brighter futures for our children. 

Please see web link Confident Parent Happy Child parenting programme Hammersmith Fulham 

(upg.org.uk) and some examples of courses below:  

 

 

https://www.upg.org.uk/confident-parent-happy-child/
https://www.upg.org.uk/confident-parent-happy-child/

