
Mr Wilson’s Weekly Message 

 

Newsletter 

11.10.2024 

This week I have been reflecting on the vital role our pupils 

play every day here at The Hurlingham Academy, and how ul-

timately the success of the academy is down to them. One 

team of pupils who have played a vital role over the first few 

weeks are our year 11 prefects. It has been so great to see 

them all stepping up, taking on the responsibility and really 

having pride in their roles. As I mentioned last week, they were  

absolutely phenomenal on open evening, representing our school with pride and really 

showcasing just how brilliant our pupils here are. I am pleased to say this success was 

mirrored further down the school with our KS3 tour guides for open mornings. Throughout 

the week we welcomed and toured over 350 prospective parents. As principal, it has 

been lovely to hear so many positive comments. Parents have been particularly im-

pressed at how calm and welcoming the school feels, as well as talking a lot about the 

community feel. The year 8 and 9 pupils who have helped with tours have really been a 

credit to our community. It is lovely to see our pupils taking such pride in their school, 

and I was blown away with the knowledge they have about everything that happens 

here. Whether talking about enrichment opportunities, the Grammar stream or GCSE 

options, the pupils knew all the answers. As you all know, I believe that manners and the 

way our pupils conduct themselves both at school and when out in the community is of 

the upmost importance. It is evident that we are fast becoming the first choice school in 

the borough for parents. During tutor time this week, pupils were also voting for their 

school council reps. I wish all those who have put themselves forward the very best of 

luck, and I look forward to working with you over the upcoming year.  

Our school vision is not only to achieve the highest possi-

ble outcomes, but also to nurture responsible young citi-

zens who care for their communities and are committed 

to bettering them. It really is fantastic to see this vision 

come to life, with pupils taking a leading role in their ed-

ucation and  school life.  



Subject in the spotlight  

 

This week’s subject in the spotlight is…. Religion and Philosophy with 

the head of department, Mme Ahmed.  

 

 

This week in: Religion and Philosophy... 

Year 7 have started learning about the Abrahamic Religions, beginning with 

the exploration of the Creation Story; did God really create the world in 7 days? Next 

term, they will continue to explore Jewish practices such as prayer and Shabbat.  

 

Year 8 have begun their learning on Islamic beliefs and have made an excellent start 

learning Arabic terminology and learning about the difference between Sunni and Shia 

Muslims. Next term, they will continue their studies on Islam with thought-provoking topics 

such as what should Muslim women wear and a trip to the mosque!  

 

Year 9 have started a unit of work on Issues of Life and Death analysing topics such as 

abortion, euthanasia and death penalty. Next term students explore Issues of Equality in-

cluding gender equality and racism.  

 

Year 10 have almost finished GCSE Christian Beliefs such incarnation, resurrection and 

the afterlife. Next term, Year 10 will continue to work through the GCSE specification and 

begin their studies on Christian Practices with a trip to Parson's Green Church.  

 

Year 11 are studying GCSE Issues of Good an Evil. They have written essays and received 

feedback on punishment, death penalty and the abolition of prisons. Next term they will 

study Issues of Human Rights including topics such as censorship and welcome a guest 

speaker from Humanism UK.  

 

For further curriculum information, please visit: https://

www.thehurlinghamacademy.org.uk/curriculum/curriculum-maps 

https://www.thehurlinghamacademy.org.uk/curriculum/curriculum-maps
https://www.thehurlinghamacademy.org.uk/curriculum/curriculum-maps


Mr Wilson’s Commendations  

Congratulations this week go to the following pupils, who made it to the top of our Seneca and 

Sparx leaderboards. 

 

Top pupils for Seneca are: 

Year 7:  Antea 

Year 8:  Zane 

Year 9:  Justin 

Year 10: Donte 

Year 11:  Valentin 

 

 

 

Top pupils for Sparx maths are: 

Year 7:  Eesa 

Year 8:  Zubayr 

Year 9:  Justin 

Year 10: Marina 

Year 11:  Baasitor 

 

 

 

Top pupils for Sparx reader are: 

Year 7: Sabiha and Ayesha 

Year 8:  Ino and Fleur 

Year 9:  Eesa and Aisha 

 



Enrichment Timetable 



Description Date Time 

Whole school assembly Monday 14th October 8:30-9:00 

Open mornings Monday 14th– Wednesday 23rd October 9:00-12:30 

Year 11 Ibstock Place Visit  Tuesday 15th October 15:30-18:30 

Year 8 Hampton Court Palace 

trip 
Wednesday 16th October 10:00-14:30 

Belgium and France information 

evening 
Wednesday 16th October 17:00-18:00 

Year 11 Mandarin trip Tuesday 22nd October 13:30-19:00 

THA Cultural Gala Thursday 24th October  17:00-19:00 

Half term break Monday 28th October– Friday 1st October All day 

Inset day– no school for pupils Monday 4th November All day 

Key dates for weeks beginning 14th and 21st October 

Year 10 Hospitality and Catering 

Year 10 have had a fantastic start to their Hospitality and Catering course. They have 

been learning about different job roles within the industry and the chef brigade structure. 

Last week they made 

shortcrust pastry and 

practiced their presen-

tation skills. As you can 

see, they did an amaz-

ing job! 



Weekly Lunch Menu 
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