Newsletter
05.11.2021

Mr Wilson’s Weekly Message
After a week of rest, reflection and revision, both staff
and students have come back to school this week full
of energy. For Years 10 and 11, I’m sure much of half
term was spent creating revision timetables and preparing for their upcoming mocks. For all students, the
ability to recall information that they have learned
previously is vital. By revising and looking back
through their notes and schoolwork, students are
able to store this learning into their ‘long term
memory’ and retrieve it far more easily. As ever, the
most important part of the mock exam process will
be the feedback that students receive. As with all feedback, students must focus on
their successes and their areas for improvement. Only by reflecting and learning from
our mistakes can we become masters of a subject. I am grateful to parents for your ongoing support in helping our students to revise and to achieve the best possible outcomes. We look forward to another productive and enjoyable half term at The Hurlingham Academy.

Meet the Tutor evening

Year 7 Meet the Tutor evening will be held on Thursday 11th November, from 16:0019:00. This is a great opportunity to meet with your son or daughter's form tutor to find
out how they have settled into secondary school and to ask any questions that you
might have. Appointments will be held online and booking details have been sent to
you by email. If you have any queries, please contact parentsevening@thehurlinghamacademy.org.uk.

Regular Covid Testing

House update
Welcome back to the weekly House updates!
Another big week in the House system, as we celebrated Diwali on Thursday by displaying giant
rangoli patterns in the PE corridor for the pupils to contribute to. You can see the fantastic work in
the photos!
Rowing kicked off our week, with Miss Hargreaves rowing the last minute on the machine, helping her House (who had already won) win the competition on Tuesday at lunchtime. Veritas
closely followed in second place. We are still yet to reach our 5000m lunchtime target, but the
first House to do so will get double points!
Due to the popularity of the rangoli patterns we postponed Countdown for this week to ensure
all the energy went into those posters, and it is an incredibly difficult task that Mr Pudney and Mr
Wilson must judge the best final creations. The winners will be announced in the House assemblies on Tuesday morning! We then collected our E-praise totals for the week, and another win
for Aequitas who have accumulated 452 E-praise for this week. Please see the points table, it is
really hotting-up between the top three. But…on Wednesday 10th November we have our first
Drop Down Day P4-7, and there are six amazing events happening instead of lessons, so make
sure you arrive to school with lots of House enthusiasm as there are lots of points up for grabs! We
never know, Caritas might win Drop Down Day and lead the House system next week! It is all to
play for. Tune in next week…
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THA at the Gallery
This week Year 10 participated in an exciting, artist lead painting workshop and visit to
Charmane Chanakira’s exhibition, ‘I Am All And None’ at The Bomb Factory Art Foundation on
Kings Road, in Chelsea.
The artist’s identification as a BLACK/ ZIMBABWEAN/ MIGRANT/ WOMAN living in the UK is
central to her practice; as the artist claims: ‘I’m not just one thing, I am all and none.’
‘I Am All And None’ ties with the artist’s passion for people which has grown over the years,
thus encouraging her to develop a career in the mental health sector. Considering art’s social
function, this exhibition is a step towards staging first-hand the benefits of using art to self-heal
and to encourage emotional intelligence through the making of art itself.

The students participated in a mindfulness workshop by the artist, then were lead in creating a
painting of their role model from imagination.
The trip was enjoyed by all. It was a truly fantastic opportunity to see Art in real life again and
to work in such a fantastic creative space.

The Art department will be working with the gallery on a regular basis in the coming weeks starting with an in school mural project that all students will have the opportunity to be a part
of. This will contribute to the whole school community so watch this space to learn more soon!
To keep up to date with what we are doing in the Art department across all year groups
please follow us on Twitter @ArtHurlingham

Debate Mate
On Wednesday Ms Robinson took 25 keen debaters from Year 10 to Westminster for the
launch of Debate mate 2021. Well done to all pupils who have made the debate team.
This really is a fantastic opportunity for you to develop key employment skills and have
fun whilst doing it. We hope the launch inspired you and we look forward to seeing out
name at the top of the London debating leader board in no time!

KS4 Mocks

Mocks exams for students in Year 10 and 11 begin on Monday 15th November. These exams are really important and will help you to see how your child is performing in each
subject.
Students have been given their exam timetable and revision manifests and should have
started their revision over the half term break. We particularly recommend the following
revision techniques:
Self quizzing to learn definitions from a knowledge organiser (see this video)
Testing yourself on flashcards using the Leitner system (see this video)
Completing practice questions - your teacher will provide you with these.
Teachers will be giving out lots of revision tips in lessons next week, so it's important for
Year 10 and 11 students to be in school every day and to get plenty of rest each night.
You can find the revision manifests and exam timetables available here.

Mr Wilson’s
Open
Commendations
Evening
Congratulations this week go to the following pupils, who made it to the top of our
maths, English and science leader boards:
Top of the leader board for Hegarty Maths this week are:
Year 7: Jonas
Year 8: Taima
Year 9: Fatima
Year 10: Lilian
Year 11: Adem

Top of the leader board for Bedrock in English this week are:
Year 7: Omar
Year 8: Ethan
Year 9: Marley

Top of the leader board for Educake this week with most correct questions answered
are:
Year 7: Nicoleta
Year 8: Alba
Year 9: Ridwan
Year 10: Liam
Year 11: Elisabetta

Parent Survey
Help us to understand what you value about The Hurlingham
Academy, and what we should improve, through our annual
parent survey! The survey takes around 15 minutes to
complete and you can access it here, with the chance to
win a £25 Amazon voucher.

Getting to know you – Ms McIver
Name: Ms McIver

Job: Teacher of English and Drama
Favourite Book: My Brilliant Friend by Elena Ferrante
Interesting fact about me: I love to travel, and I am trying to visit
30 countries by the time I am 30. I'm currently on 28!
Favourite thing about working at THA: The people! The staff and
students are amazing and have been so welcoming, friendly
and supportive
House: Veritas (the best!)

Key dates for week beginning 8th November – Week 1
Description

Date

Time

Whole School Assembly

Monday 8th November

08:30 - 9:00

Year 7 Royal Parks visit

Monday 8th November

08:25 - 16:00

PSHCE Drop Down Day

Wednesday 10th November

08:25 - 15:30

Thursday 11th November

16:00 - 19:00

Year 7 Meet the Tutor evening

